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MEETING DATES 

The remaining meeting for 2015-16 is the AGM: 
 
Sun 17 July 2016   1115 hrs at Paddington RSL 
 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 
Greetings, 
 
 
Hope you find this edition of LOCREP an 
interesting read.  A lot has happened since the 
last edition. You will notice on page 2 that we 
have a new co-patron, being the new CO of 20th 
STA Regt, LTCOL Peter Grant. 
 
 
Interesting stories relating to ANZAC day 
marches in the various cities, the AN/KPQ1 
Radar dedication at the Regiment, resurrection 
of the SEQ Branch, two successful DVA grants 
(Radar shelter and Coffs reunion), revitalisation 
of the website, upcoming AGM and much more. 
 
 
Don’t forget to complete the nomination form if 
you wish to stand for a position at the AGM. Sit 
back, have a good read and don’t forget any 
feedback if you wish. 
 
 
 
 
Ubique 
 
Joe Kaplun 
President 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.locatingartillery.org/
mailto:info@locatingartillery.org
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Handover of Refurbished AN/KPQ-1 Radar A12 
and Unveiling of Plaques 

The semi-final chapter (*) in this project took 
place at 20th STA Regiment on ANZAC eve 
2016. With visitors seated, the Regiment 
marched on and the ceremony began. 

 

 
 

Initially, MAJ Russ Hamsey introduced LSTA 
Association Immediate Past President Allan 
Harrison RFD who made the following handover 
presentation speech: 
 
LTCOL Grant, members of 20th STA Regt, former 
members of Det 131 Div Loc Bty, Ladies and Gentlemen: 
 
It is my privilege to represent the President, LSTAA, 
MAJ Joe Kaplun OAM, CMC on the occasion of this 
symbolic handover of the AN/KPQ-1 Radar #A12 to 
20th STA Regiment. 
 
I say symbolic in the sense that the Regiment has been 
custodian of this radar set for many years since these 
equipments were withdrawn from service. At this time 
however, when we are recognising the 50th anniversary of the 
deployment of the Detachment, 131 Div Loc Bty RAA, 
onto active service in SVN, one of the many roles which this 
very radar played in that conflict has been brought into 
sharp focus. 
 

 
 
At 0204 hours on the morning of 17th August 1966, The 
1st ATF Base at Nui Dat came under intense artillery 
and mortar attack. Radar A12 was operational within the 
base at that time. Monsoonal rain was falling and the radar 
was swamped with rain clutter and massive numbers of 
incoming projectiles to the extent that no single lock-on was 
possible. However, the bearing and range to the hostile 
weapons was, and that information was reported to the 
Task Force Artillery Intelligence Office, or Arty Tac as it 
was known.  A pre-arranged counter battery fireplan was 
executed within minutes. 
 
Those bearing and range reports, combined with other 
reports received by Arty Tac were sufficient to justify the 
mounting of patrols seeking to gain valuable intelligence 
information from the hostile baseplate positions. Patrols 
from B Company 6 RAR found blood trails and clear 
evidence of abandoned fire positions, severely damaged by the 
counter battery fire. On 18th August, D Company 6 
RAR commenced operation Smithfield in the Long Tan 
area, one of its tasks being to locate and examine further 
hostile mortar and artillery positions as indicated by Arty 
Tac. D Company initially encountered a small Vietcong 
patrol. A firefight quickly escalated and D Company found 
itself massively outnumbered by NVR Troops. The rest is 
history………..what we now know and commemorate as 
The Battle of Long Tan.  
The enemy plan was to overrun the Nui Dat base and had 
that happened, the results would have been catastrophic.  
 
So, from those reports from Radar A12, supported by other 
reports confirming those hostile positions, an operation which 
ultimately saved the TF base from potential annihilation 
was successfully mounted.  
 
LSTAA became interested in this particular radar some 
months ago when joining with the Regiment, in a program 
of historic equipment refurbishment, the brainchild of then 2 
i/c MAJ Russ Hamsey. Two Vietnam veterans and 
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Association members, Keith Ayliffe and Terry Erbs, both 
of whom are with us here today, joined with members of the 
Regiment in dismantling and refurbishing the radar, to the 
condition in which we see it today.  Early on in that process, 
identification plates proved that it is indeed Radar A12.  
 
An application is currently before DVA for a grant to 
construct a shelter to protect the radar from the elements so 
that it can be preserved and remain an object of historic 
significance to future generations of STA personnel. 
 
Without further ado, it gives me great pleasure to formally 
hand back Radar A12 to 20th STA Regiment, confident 
in the knowledge that it could not be in better hands. 
 

Allan then introduced Kevin Browning OAM who 
delivered the following speech recognising the 
service delivered by members of the 
Detachment, 131 Div Loc Bty on active service 
in South Vietnam:  
 
LT COL Grant, officers and soldiers of 20th Surveillance 
and Target Acquisition Regt, Allan Harrison and Allen 
Morley the chairs of the Locating Surveillance and Target 
Acquisition and Detachment 131 Associations, fellow 
members of Detachment 131 Divisional Locating Battery, 
ladies and gentlemen. 
 
It is hard to believe that 50 years have passed since the first 
members of the Detachment were deployed to Vietnam and 
to put this into perspective please consider that at the time of 
their deployment it had been 50 years since the first 
Australian Imperial Force had arrived in France on their 
way to the western front during WW1  
 
The Detachment numbered no more than 70 at maximum 
strength and while other units such as 1, 4 and 12 Field 
Regiments rotated as an entity every 12 months, we rotated 
people in small groups, thus the Detachment served in name 
continuously from April 1966 to August 1971 and then 
several members were transferred to HQ battery 12 Field 
Regiment to continue to provide them with support until 
November 1971. It was not unusual to find people arriving 
and departing almost every week. In total 476 served in the 
Detachment, many of them National Servicemen. 
 
Those that arrived in April 1966 we affectionately call ‘the 
pioneers’ and we are honoured to have present with us today 
‘pioneers’ Ian Board, George Lane, Merv Nairn, Ged 
Carroll, Ray Smith, Jim Fitzgerald, Kevin Thornton and 
Edward ‘spike’ Chase. 

 
Today we stand by this AN/KPQ-1 radar, it symbolises 
the Detachment but it does not clearly define all elements 
which also included survey/sound rangers, artillery 
intelligence, listening posts, sensors, headquarter staff, 
workshops and catering. Our members were not to be found 
in one location but scattered across the task force base at 
Nui Dat and the Horseshoe and were to be deployed to all 
the fire support bases and further afield. They operated 24 
hours a day 7 days a week and a lot of responsibility was 
placed on individuals. 
 
I have no hesitation in saying the unit was a cut above the 
average although we did at one time hold the dubious 
honour of the most soldiers per capita in the cells. The senior 
officers didn’t appreciate the individualism of the unit nor 
understand its efficiency.  
 

 
 
I know of no other unit reporting the unusual flying object of 
a fat man in a red suit being pulled by animals one 
Christmas Eve or the black lights moving through the jungle 
at night. One of our members was told to get his webbing 
and report back. He was then told he was immediately 
going out on patrol to set up an ambush. As he left camp he 
realised his magazine was empty so open his basic pouch to 
change magazines and found only his shoe polish and brush. 
So opening his other pouch he found it only contained his 
tooth brush. So without ammunition he settled into the 
ambush position and was almost immediately bitten by 
something and had to be medevac’d out. That was initiative! 
 
Here, in addition to the radar, there is the Detachment’s 
plaque and a plaque with the names, listed alphabetically, of 
all 476 Detachment members including Jimmy Menz and 
Tom Checkley who gave the supreme sacrifice. We are 
grateful to the regiment for allowing this symbol of 
recognition of the Detachment to be established in your area. 
We hope it will symbolically recognise a link with you, 20th 
Surveillance and Target Acquisition Regiment, our 
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successors, of whom many have seen active service in Iraq 
and Afghanistan and Timor and the Solomons. We have 
watched your outstanding service and dedication with pride. 
 
I am honoured to now ask Merv Nairn to unveil the 
plaques and to place them in the care of 20th Surveillance 
and Target Acquisition Regiment.  
 

 
 
 

Merv Nairn and CO LTCOL Peter Grant unveil the 
plaques. 

 
(*) FOOTNOTE 

As we go to press, advice has been received 
that our application to DVA for a grant to 
construct a shelter for Radar A12 has been 
approved. Construction will start shortly, 
marking the final chapter of this story. 
 
 

Reformation  of  South  East  Queensland  
Branch,  LSTAA  Inc. 

As outlined in the President’s message, the 
Committee of the SEQ Branch has been 
reformed with the aim of forging closer links 
with 20th STA Regiment. Indeed, there are now 
three serving members on the Committee which 
is made up of: 
 

President:  Terry Erbs  
Sec:   MAJ Russ Hamsey 
Treas:   CAPT Damian Carroll 

Members: Ian Board, Keith Ayliffe, 
MAJ Geoff Meekan, SGT 
Andrew Wallace  

 
We thank the members listed above for their 
interest and look forward to great things 
happening in SEQ. 
 

Changes of Address and Email Address 

We harp on this subject endlessly but still 
continue to lose contact with members who 
move house and/or change email address. 
 
For very obvious reasons, it is critically 
important that we keep our database up to 
date.  
 
Please keep the Hon Sec (Bob Morrison) 
informed of any changes at 
robmor47@ozemail.com.au  
 

It’s On! - Coffs Harbour Re-union 2016-October 
Long Weekend 

The theme of the re-union will be to 
commemorate the 50th Anniversary of the 
deployment of (Det) 131 Div Loc Bty to South 
Vietnam. As always, the base venue will be the 
Coffs Harbour Ex-Services Club (CEX).  
 
There are three forms attached: 
 

1. Invitation and program 
2. Booking form 
3. Shirt order form 

 
Please complete 2 and 3 and return BOTH 
TOGETHER as indicated on the form. 
For your convenience, some accommodation 
suggestions are repeated below. 
 
Stone’s Throw from CEX: 
Chelsea Motor Inn 02 6652 2977 
Bentleigh Motor Inn 02 6652 2566 
Town Lodge  02 6652 1288 
Nth Coast Holiday Pk 02 6652 1694  
(Caravan Park with cabins) 
 
Slightly Longer Walk: 
Best Western Zebra 02 6652 1588  
Toreador Motel  02 6652 3887 

mailto:robmor47@ozemail.com.au


6 
 

Quality Inn  02 6652 6388 
Ibis   02 6650 9101 
 
Short drive/Taxi: 
Aquajet Motel  02 6652 6588 
Royal P alms  02 6652 4422 
Coachman’s Inn 02 6652 6044 
Aqua Villa  02 6652 3539 
 

  ANZAC Day 2016 

Melbourne:  
 
Thanks again to the ever reliable John Dellaca 
for photos and story from ANZAC Day 
Melbourne 2016. 
 
John reports proudly that Vietnam Veterans led 
the March in commemoration of 50 years since 
the deployment of Australian Forces to South 
Vietnam and of course Det 131 was right there. 

 
Pictured below L to R are:  
 
                   Ron Mason, Allan Adams, Mike 
Davis, Rod Beasley, Mike Butler and  John 
Dellaca 

 

 

 
               Melbourne Locators on the march 

 
 

John Bayford relaxing post-march with John 
Dellaca 

 
 

20th STA Regt/Brisbane 
 
Following the AN/KPQ-1 handover ceremony 
and unveiling of plaques on ANZAC Eve, 20th 
STA Regt hosted a traditional Gunfire Breakfast 
and Dawn Service in the Regimental lines at 
Gallipoli Barracks Enoggera on ANZAC Day. 
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Immediate Past President Allan Harrison RFD 
laid a wreath on behalf of the LSTA Association. 
 

 
 

Then followed breakfast at the James Menz 
Club where the traditional two up went into full 
swing. 
 

 
 
 It was then off to Brisbane for the ANZAC Day 
March, where Vietnam Veterans led the 
contingent comprising LSTAA, 131 Locators 

Members and a sizeable representation of 
serving members of 20th STA Regt. 
 

 
 

This beautifully restored 25 Pdr led the 
Gunners. 
 

 
 
 
 
Coffs Harbour 
 
The weather gods were unkind at Coffs and rain 
reduced the usual crowds somewhat. 
 
The “old” Association Banner was given its 
annual unfurling. Pictured with the banner are 
Dave Doyle OAM, Jim Hogno and Dave Auld, 
with banner bearers from  the local Cadet Unit  
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Sydney 
 
With heavy representation in Enoggera for the 
AN/KPQ-1 (A12) radar handover and Plaque 
dedication ceremonies, the remaining members 
of the 131 Locators Association joined forces 
with the LSTAA members and marched behind 
the LSTAA banner (which recognises South 
Vietnam in the battle honours).  
 
LSTAA President Joe Kaplun OAM CMC led the 
joint contingent. 
 

 
 

Formed up and ready to step off 

 
 

On the March 
 

(Thanks to Tahlia Benson and Katrina Bushel for the 
photos). 

 
                                                         

Directions for our Website 

Please send your stories and photos to Allan 
Harrison at allan@harrisonsolution.com.au 
 
The website address is www.locatingartillery.org 
and Allan would be pleased to get your 
feedback on how the website is shaping up, at 
his email address above. 
 
 

Electronic Banking 

 
More and more members are taking advantage 
of Electronic Banking to do business with the 
Association and that’s a plus for us all.  
Please use BSB 032 082 and account number 
29365 to transact. 
 
It is absolutely vital that you identify yourself 
and the nature of the transaction, so that the 
funds can be properly allocated, e.g. 
 
“Joe Bloggs – membership” or “Bill Brown – 
merchandise”.  
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:allan@harrisonsolution.com.au
http://www.locatingartillery.org/
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 The AGM of the LSTAA Inc. will be held at 
Paddington RSL Club on Sunday 17th July 
commencing at 1115 hrs. All members are 
encouraged to attend.  
 
Notices of motion to be considered at the AGM 
should reach the Secretary, 63 Highland Drive, 
Bowral NSW 2576, not later than 26th June 
2016.(*) 
  
Nominations for the five positions on the 
Executive Committee (President, Senior Vice-
President, Junior Vice-President, 
Secretary/Public Officer, and Treasurer) should 
also reach the Secretary by the same date.(*) A 
nomination form is enclosed. For those reading 
this on the website, a link to the form can be 
found on the Notice Board page. 
 
 (*) The above closing date is critical for a 
number of reasons and cannot be extended. 
 
Please note the order in which the form is 
completed: 
 
Section 1 is completed by the member 
PROPOSING a member for election. 
 
Section 2 is completed by the member 
SECONDING the nomination. 
 
Section 3 is completed by the member being 
proposed for election, ACCEPTING the 
nomination.  
All three must be financial members of the 
Association. 
 
 
 
 

Merchandise 

 
Members wishing to purchase items of 
merchandise should contact Joe Kaplun on (02) 
9774-1473 or by email at 
joekaplun@optusnet.com.au  
 
 

 

WARNING ORDER - NATIONAL GUNNER 
DINNER 2017 

Following the huge success of the 2014 National 
Gunner Dinner, the Australian Artillery 
Association has acceded to massive demand 
that it be held again. Full details are on the 
Association’s website 
www.australianartilleryassociation.com  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:joekaplun@optusnet.com.au
http://www.australianartilleryassociation.com/
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REUNION 2016 
 

 
WHEN – 30th September 2016 – 3rd October 2016 
WHERE – CEX Group (Coffs Harbour Ex-Services Club) 
 

PROGRAM 
FRIDAY 30TH SEPTEMBER  
1700  MEET AND GREET 
 
SATURDAY 1st OCTOBER 
1000  BREAKFAST AT CEX 
1100  BUS PICKUP COFFS TO BELLINGEN 

VISIT TO BELLINGEN YELLOW SHED AND OLD BUTTER 
FACTORY 

  LUNCH AT BELLINGEN GOLF CLUB 
1730  PARADE TO CENOTAPH 
1800  PRE-DINNER DRINKS 
1900 REGIMENTAL DINNER AT CEX (DRESS: MEN, JACKET AND TIE 

WITH MINIATURES, LADIES AFTER 5) 
  MUSIC AND DANCING 
 
SUNDAY 2ND OCTOBER 
  BREAKFAST OWN ARRANGEMENTS 
0830  BUS PICK UP COFFS TO BOWRAVILLE 
  VISIT TO BOWRAVILLE EX-SERVICES MUSEUM 
  LUNCH AT BOWRAVILLE EX-SERVICES CLUB 
1600  RETURN TO COFFS HARBOUR 
1800  BUFFET DINNER 
 
MONDAY 3RD OCTOBER 
1000  FAREWELL BREAKFAST 
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For further information please contact: 
 

David Auld      David or Lois Doyle 
Mob:  0407 523 561      OR   Ph:      02 6655 1264 
      Mob:   0428 860 963 
Email:  divloc131@hotmail.com  Email:  david@ipstarmail.com.au 

   
PLEASE NOTE: 
Please find enclosed Reunion Shirts Order Form and Booking Form. 
 
Please supply any photos you may want to put on the photo board. 
 
If you have any special dietary requirements please also let us know. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:divloc131@hotmail.com
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REUNION 2016 REGISTRATION FORM 
Event Number Attending Total $ per line 

Friday 30th September 
Meet & Greet at CEX @ $11 per head  

  
$ 

Saturday 1st October 
Breakfast at CEX @ $20 per head  

  
$ 

Bus charge to Bellingen covered by DVA grant   
Nil  

Lunch at Bellingen  Own Cost 

Regimental Dinner at CEX @ $27 per head  $ 

Band Cover Charge $20 per head  $ 

Sunday 2nd October 
Lunch at Bowraville 

  
Own cost 

Bus charge to Bowraville covered by DVA grant  Nil 

Buffet Dinner at CEX @ $30 per head  $ 

Monday 3rd October 
Farewell Breakfast at CEX @ $20 per head  

  
$ 

Re-union Shirts as per separate order form NA $ 

  
Grand Total 

 
$ 
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Payment by:  
 
Cheque made out to Locating Surveillance and Target Acquisition Association or 
Direct Deposit:  Westpac Coffs Harbour BSB 032 576   Account 203325 
 
IF PAYING BY DIRECT DEPOSIT, PLEASE SEND THE REGISTRATION FORM 
AND SHIRT ORDER  TO THE ADDRESS BELOW OR EMAIL INFORMATION TO 
david@ipstarmail.com.au 
 
Name: __________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ________________________________________________________ 
                
 __________________________________________Postcode______________ 
 
Contact Details:   
 
Phone: _______________________   Mobile: ___________________________ 
 
Email: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Service Details:  
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 
PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM WITH SHIRT ORDER FORM BEFORE 
FRIDAY 29TH JULY TO: 
 

LOIS & DAVID DOYLE 
1314 BOWRAVILLE ROAD 

BELLINGEN NSW 2454 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:david@ipstarmail.com.au
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Coffs Harbour Re-union 2016 Shirt Information and Order Form 
 
There will be two types of shirt available, Harlequin style (See Photo below) and standard polo shirts. All will 
be available in men’s (sizes small to XXXL) and standard women’s fittings. The Harlequin style shirt will have 
the Association Logo on the left breast. The photo below is of the 2015 rugby world cup polo shirt and is 
only shown to demonstrate the colours. Ignore the Rugby logos. 

 
The polo shirts will be in three colours (White, Navy and Maroon) and two styles: 
 
Style 1 will feature the Association Logo on the left breast with the words “Coffs Harbour re-union 2016” 
beneath the logo. 
Style 2 will feature additionally the dragon Logo on the right breast with the words “Commemorating 50 
years, Det 131 Div Loc Bty South Vietnam” beneath the dragon.  
 

Shirt Order form 
 

Name:…………………………………………………………………………………… 
   
Shirt Size(s) Colour Quantities Cost per item Total $ 
Harlequin Mens  Not applicable  $45  

Harlequin Ladies  Not applicable  $45  

 Mens Polo style 1    $30  

Ladies Polo style 1    $30  

Mens Polo style 2    $35  

Ladies Polo style 2    $35  

    Total for 
shirts 
(Please show 
on Rego 
Form) 

 
$ 

 
PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM TOGETHER WITH YOUR REGISTRATION FORM 
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NOMINATION  FOR  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  POSITION 
 
1. PROPOSER TO COMPLETE 
 
 
I …………………………………………………………. hereby propose 
                       (Please print) 
 
……………………………………………………………. for the position of 
                        (Please print) 
 
…………………………………………………………….. on the Committee of the  
                         (Please print) 
Locating Surveillance & Target Acquisition Association (Inc). 
 
 
 
………………………………………………….. 
  (Signature & date) 

 
2. SECONDER TO COMPLETE 
 
I ……………………………………………………..second the above nomination. 
                         (Please print) 
 
 
……………………………………………………. 
  (Signature & date) 
 

 
3. NOMINEE TO COMPLETE 
 
 
I …………………………………………………… accept the above nomination. 
                        (Please print) 
 
 
 
…………………………………………………….. 
  (Signature & date) 
 
This form when completed must reach the Secretary, 63 Highland Drive BOWRAL NSW 2576 not later 
than 21 days before the date of the AGM. 


